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Learn to be caring,
Be motivated to learn

The year of 2020 is extraordinary. The COVID-19 pandemic has
completely changed our lives. We are used to e-learning after long periods
of class suspension. Instead of face-to-face communication, the school
opening ceremony was held through live streaming on 1st September.

We have experienced a new learning mode as regards the epidemic
situation of COVID-19. As face-to-face classes are suspended, teachers
have to adopt new teaching strategies by conducting real-time online
learning and teaching activities; students attend the lessons by looking at
the screen. Lessons have become different as no face-to-face interactions
are present between students and teachers. Lessons are different as the
whole learning process challenges students' self-discipline and motivation.
When students face changes and challenges, they often feel frustrated.
However, God is always with us. As Isaiah, an Israelite prophet, said, "Even
the young men will become feeble and tired, and the best of them will come
to the end of his strength; But those who are waiting for the Lord will have
new strength; they will get wings like eagles: running, they will not be tired,
and walking, they will have no weariness." (Isaiah 40:30-31) | believe, if we
rely on God and be motivated, we will weather the storm.

Although more physical distances between people are required to
prevent the spread of COVID-19 by putting on face masks and social
distancing, one should not be rationalizing "indifference" and "neglect".
We, as Newmanians, should shorten the distance between us by taking
care of the others. The simplest way to start is your family. Be caring to the
elderly amid the pandemic. Get along with siblings whom you used not to
be spending much time together. More capable ones should be caring for
the needy in the community. We should "care for our own aged parents and
also extend the same care to all aged people in general", as suggested
by Mencius. In addition, Jesus Christ teaches us to perform these actions.
"Because you did it to the least of these my brothers, you did it to me."
(Matthew 25:40) Your greetings in a few words and your actions in helping
the others warm the cockles of one's heart.

To this end, the theme of the year 2020 is "Seek truth and knowledge,
Be caring and motivated". We hope Newmanians seek truth and knowledge
amid the pandemic, continue to learn, put the five core values of Catholic
education into practice and be caring and motivated. However, it takes a lot
of courage and strength to keep learning, be motivated and also be caring.
Let's revise the teaching of Blessed John Henry Newman, our Patron Saint,
in "Lead, Kindly Light". When we are facing adversity, we ask for God to
"lead me on". It is believed that we are able to gain support from God and
experience the faith and the power to care.

Principal Hui Hon Yin
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